JRA Minutes – 10 March 2011

Junction Residents Association
Minutes of Community Meeting

10 March 2011 – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

West Toronto Baptist Church

Participants: 35 attendees including 16 Members plus 4 participants via UStream webcast
1.  Opening Remarks

Martin Lennox welcomed everyone to the Junction Residents Association (JRA) general community meeting.  Attendees introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the previous JRA meeting had been distributed by email web-link.

MOTION by Ken Clements: to accept the minutes of the 13 January 2011 meeting.  Seconded by Tessa Schmilz-Wood.  In favour: All. Opposed: Ø Carried
3.  Junction News & Events

Function in the Junction II
The JRA will host the second annual Function in the Junction fundraiser on Saturday, April 9th at the West Toronto Masonic Temple (151 Annette Avenue).  Tickets are on sale at Latitude 44 and Agora.  More information about the event was presented later in the meeting.
Inorganic Market

Recycle old computer and electronics at the Inorganic Market sponsored by Councillor Sarah Doucette and MPP Cheri DiNovo at the Pacific Avenue No Frills on Saturday, March 19th.

Earth Hour Events
Green 13 will host a candle-light walk along Dundas Street West to celebrate Earth Hour on Saturday, March 26th between 8:30 and 9:30 p.m.  The walk will continue to Runnymede Church for events with our friends from Bloor West Village.

Make a tin can lantern for Earth Hour candle-light walks at the Annette Public Library (145 Annette Street) on Saturday, March 26th between 9:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
11 Division Community Policing Liaison Committee
Martin Lennox introduced John Dixon, emeritus co-chair of the 11 Division Community Policing Liaison Committee, and officers, PC Dave Griffiths and PC Josh McSweeney.

Linda Clements and Martin Lennox will represent the JRA at a meeting of the 11 Division Community Policing Liaison Committee on March 22nd.  

Baird Park Dog Off-leash Area
Parks, Forestry and Recreation staff completed their review of the feedback from various community consultations about an off-leash area for dogs at Baird Park, and installation on the eastern side of the park will proceed.

Villager and InsideToronto.com Articles 
Martin Lennox thanked Lisa Rainford for writing a series of articles about the Junction and JRA for publication in the Villager and online at InsideToronto.

4.  JRA Motions & Updates
a)  Treasurer’s Report

Martin Lennox reported that the JRA bank balance is $982 and these funds were generated mainly through membership fees.

b)  Function in the Junction II
Linda Clements spoke about plans for the Function in the Junction fundraiser on Saturday, April 9th, 2011.  Linda acknowledged the volunteer efforts of Francine Chiasson.
A restricted quantity of 100 tickets is available for this year’s event, and half are sold to date.  Ticket holders will enjoy dinner at the Masonic Temple catered by North of Bombay, Aquila Restaurant, Junction Fromagerie, and Agora Café.  Dinner is served from 6 to 8 p.m.  Menu selection is pre-ordered at the time of your ticket purchase.  Posters for the event are displayed in windows of Junction businesses.
A silent auction begins at 8 p.m. with local musicians.  Local artists Linda Duhu and Joan Nestor have offered prints for the silent auction.  Non-ticket holders are welcome to join the festivities at 8 p.m.
Proceeds from the event will benefit the Recovery Garment Centre (16 Heintzman Street), an organisation that creates pressure recovery garments for burn survivors.

Roberta Harris of the Centre spoke about the need for custom-made pressure garments for burn survivors, which acts like a layer of skin, prevents scarring and ensures the skin heals smoothly.  Patients typically wear these garments for twenty-three hours per day for approximately one year.
c)  Vine Avenue Parkette Capital Improvements
Martin Lennox distributed conceptual drawings prepared by the City of Toronto Parks, Forestry and Recreation Department for a senior play area in Vine Avenue Parkette along with various playground equipment options.  He reviewed the extensive community consultation about capital improvement master plan for Vine Parkette that has taken place during the past five years.  Attendees discussed the choices offered.
Chris Sale, a member of the Junction Parks Committee, expressed his professional recommendation for the central location, which preserves the largest green space and enables parents to watch children in both play areas simultaneously.  There was unanimous agreement with this suggestion.
While no specific play structure was preferred, all agreed that a more senior one, which would appeal to a child ten to fourteen years of age, would be the best value.

Although the preferred layout offered another basketball court, participants felt a second one was unnecessary.  Consensus during the meeting was to keep the existing basketball court in its original location and to repair the backboards and replace the nets.

There was also consensus for the removal of the baseball diamond and replacing the infield grass.
A new light post near the play equipment was desired, but if the City Parks department is going to incur the expense of upgrading the park electrical system a second light post (requested last year) should also be included.

Additional trees and more standard park benches around the wading pool were requested, specifically on the west-side facing east to avoid staring into the sun.

Feedback from this meeting will be submitted to Helen Sousa, Parks General Supervisor, for implementation during 2011, once approved by City Council.
d)  Junction Heritage Conservation Community Meeting
Martin Lennox reported that the JRA and West Toronto Junction Historical Society (WTJHS) will host a community meeting about creating a Junction Heritage Conservation District on Monday, April 18th at the West Toronto Baptist Church.  Catherine Nasmith, an architect specialising in heritage restoration and research, will be the guest speaker.  More information will be published on the JRA website, and sent to our members and e-mailing list.
The JRA is working with Councillor Doucette’s office to fund a Junction heritage conservation study by using Section 37 funding from the Daniel’s Corporation condo complex to be built on Bloor Street West between Pacific Avenue and Oakmount Road.
5.  Community Presentations

Four Villages Community Health Centre

Christine Thompson, [title?] spoke about the various health care programmes and services offered at the new satellite office of the Four Villages Community Health Centre located at 3446 Dundas Street West, behind the Shopper’s Drug Mart.  The original Four Villages Community Health Centre office located on Bloor Street at Keele has been serving the community since 1991, and promotes an interdisciplinary approach to primary heath care.  Visit www.4villageschc.ca for more information.
Trap-Neuter-Release: Feral Cat Control in the Junction

Deborah Chalmers and Penny Cookson of the Toronto Feral Cat Project spoke about the many benefits of the Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR) method of feral cat population control, and previous challenges experienced by those working in the cat rescue and animal services system that have been addressed with this approach.  Attendees watched an informative video, and learned how the community can help the homeless cats living in the neighbourhood.  A trap and cat shelter were on display.
6.  Community Open Forum Announcements
Penny Projects
Francine Chiasson spoke about the West Toronto Baptist Church collecting pennies for charitable projects.
Rally for Our City, Our Services, Our Future
Kim [Larsen or Jackson], expressed concerns about privatized garbage collection in our community, and announced a rally at City Hall Square on April 9th at 1 p.m. to protect public services - Our City, Our Services, Our Future.
Ongoing Trash Issue at Mavety Street and Dundas Street West
Andrew Wood spoke about the trash issue at The Cash Store and multi-unit apartment building located on the corner of Dundas Street West at Mavety Street.  Councillor Doucette’s office, City Municipal Licensing and Standards staff and by-law officers are aware of this long-standing trash and dog feces issue and are working to resolve the situation with the building owner(s).  In the meantime, tenants from the apartments have nowhere to dispose of their trash, except to place it on the street where it collects additional garbage.
Cigarette Butts
[FYI: the audio cut-out before this topic was discussed] ?, spoke about cigarette butts .  Martin Lennox to ask BIA ?
Green 13 Farmers Market
Rita Bijons announced that Green 13 will host a community meeting about starting a Farmers’ Market in Ward 13 on Thursday, March 3rd at 7 p.m. in the Library (Room 218) at St. Cecilia Catholic School (355 Annette Street).

Metrolinx Georgetown South Project Construction Update
Kelly Thornton, West Toronto Diamond Community Relations contact with GO Transit provided an update on the progress of the Georgetown South GO expansion and construction of the new Pearson Airport rail link to Union Station.  Work will continue on Junction Road and the Dupont Bridge.  Visit www.gotransit.com/gts for more information.
Toronto Police Services 11 Division relocation to new building
The renovation of the Davenport building is ahead of schedule and the move is now scheduled for 26 September 2011.
7.  Next Meetings
The next Junction Residents Association meeting will be held on Thursday, 12 May 2011 at West Toronto Baptist Church from 7 to 9 p.m.
The JRA Executive Committee will meet Thursday, 14 April 2011 at a location to be determined.

8.  Adjournment

Motion by Andrew Wood to adjourn at 9 p.m.
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